THE FOUR DAYS OF SNOW AND BLOOD
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The Four Days of Snow and Blood — Under
Martial Law Indignation Insurgence
Death

The February 26th Incident
The snow which started to fall from the
night of February 25th in 1936 turned out by
the morning to be the heaviest snowfall in
30 years. 1,453 men of the First Infantry
Regiment, Third Infantry Regiment,
and the Third Infantry Regiment of
the Imperial Guards, and 9
civilians, all lead by 21 young

Inspector

junior officers, gathered to General of
attack the offical residences Military
of the Prime Minister, Eduction,
Premier, and Grand and

furthermore the
villa of Itoya in
the city of Yugawara

Chamberlain, private
residences of the
Minister of

Home Premier Admiral
Affairs Viscount Saito Minoru,
Minister Finance Minister Takahashi

Korekiyo, and Spector General
of Military Education, General
Watanabe Jotaro were assassinated,
and Grand Chamberlain Admiral
Suzuki Kantaro was severely
injured

Furthermore, they occupied the
Metropolitan Police Board, Ministry
of War, General Staff Office, and the
official residence of the Army Minister.
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They took under their control the "Heart of Japanese
Politics” —Miyakez Sakuradamon, Toranomon,
Tameike, and \kd\dkd)\\\l\\lk('
Riding on three army trucks loaded with two sets of
machine guns, 60 soldiers forced themselves into
Tsushin-sha, a newspaper company in Tokyo, to present
the prospectus of their uprising. On it was stated,
the so-called genro, senior statesmen, military
factions and bureaucrats are the very sources of
evill which destroy the Kokutai. . .we, the concerned,
hereby gather to exterminate these traitors in the
name of True Justice...”
By 3:30 in the afternoon, the War Minister announced
five statements including
“Your purpose of the uprising has already been
achieved by the virtue of the heavens”
to pursuade the men to return to their original troops
But at 3:50 a.m. on the 27th, Martial Law was
declared and at 5:08 a.m. on the 28th, the order
“Return to your original troops”
was given by the Emperor. In other words, an Imperial
Mandate was declared thus designating the upr ising as
a rebellion. On the 29th, before the confrontation of
the troops, a broadcast went off saying
"“It's still not too late...”

Bab By 2 o'clock in the
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